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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Claims 1-9 and 46-51 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 12/20/2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 10-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
Number 6,654,359 to La Porta et al. in view of U.S. Patent Number 6,360,264 to Rom. 

4. As to claim 10, La Porta teaches a method of facilitating a mobile Internet Protocol (IP) 
handoff from a source access router to one of a plurality of potential target access routers, the 
method comprising the steps of: detecting entry into an area served by two or more of the 
plurality of potential target access routers (col. 14, line 39-col. 16, line 8); and transmitting an 
address of the source access router from the mobile terminal to one or more of the potential 
target access routers (col. 14, line 39-col. 16, line 8); however La Porta does not explicitly teach 
performing an IP handoff operation from the source access router to one of the plurality of 
potential target access routers on the basis of capability information received from one or more 
of the plurality of potential target access routers. 
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Rom teaches performing an IP handoff operation from the source access router to one of 
the plurality of potential target access routers on the basis of capability information received 
from one or more of the plurality of potential target access routers (col. 4, lines 4-23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Computer Networking art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of La Porta regarding the handoff of a device with 
the teachings of Rom regarding picking an access point based on capabilities because such a 
choice ensures better quality of services for an access point user (Rom, col. 4, lines 4-23). 

5. As to claim 11, Rom teaches the method of claim 10, wherein step (3) is performed in the 
mobile terminal by selecting a target access router on the basis of bandwidth capabilities required 
by the mobile terminal (col. 4, lines 4-23). 

6. As to claim 12, La Porta the method of claim 10, wherein step (3) is performed by the 
source access router on the basis of capability information received by the source access router 
from the one or more plurality of potential target access routers (col, 14, line 39-col. 16, line 8). 

7. As to claim 13, Rom teaches the method of claim 10, wherein step (3) comprises the step 
of performing the IP handoff to one of the plurality of potential target access routers that best 
matches capabilities required by the mobile terminal (col. 4, lines 4-23). 

8. As to claim 14, La Porta teaches the method of claim 10, wherein step (3) is performed 
independently of any voice-channel handoff operation that is also supported by the mobile 
terminal (col. 14, line 39-col. 16, line 8). 

9. As to claim 15, La Porta method for making handoff decisions among access routers, 
comprising the steps of: detecting a condition that a mobile terminal presently served by a first 
access router is entering an area served by a second access router (col. 14, line 39-col. 16, line 8); 
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transmitting a network address of the first access router from the mobile terminal to the second 
access router (col. 14, line 39-col. 16, line 8); however La Porta does not explicitly teach 
exchanging capability information between the first access router and the second access router, 
such that each access router learns capabilities of the other access router. 

Rom teaches exchanging capability information between the first access router and the 
second access router, such that each access router learns capabilities of the other access router 
(col. 4, lines 4-23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Computer Networking art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of La Porta regarding the handoff of a device with 
the teachings of Rom regarding exchanging capability information because exchanging 
information ensures better quality of services for an access point user (Rom, col. 4, lines 4-23). 

10. As to claim 16, Rom teaches the method of claim 15, further comprising the step of: (4) 
using the exchanged capability information from step (3) to make a handoff decision for a 
mobile IP terminal (col. 4, lines 4-23), 

11. As to claim 17, La Porta teaches the method of claim 15, wherein step (3) is performed 
by transmitting an IP packet from the second access router to the first access router requesting 
capability information and receiving an IP packet from the first access router containing 
capability information describing capabilities of the first access router (col. 14, line 39-col. 16, 
line 8). 

12. As to claim 18, Rom teaches the method of claim 15, wherein the capability information 
comprises a bandwidth supported by one of the routers (col. 4, lines 4-23). 
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13. As to claim 19, Rom teaches the method of claim 15, wherein the capability information 
comprises dynamic loading conditions associated with one of the routers (col. 4, lines 4-23). 

14. As to claim 20, Rom teaches the method of claim 15, wherein the capability information 
comprises security schemes supported by one of the routers (col. 4, lines 4-23). 

15. As to claim 21, La Porta teaches the method of claim 15, wherein the capability 
information comprises the geographic location of one of the access routers (col. 14, line 39-col. 

16. line 8). 

16. As to claim 22, La Porta teaches the method of claim 15, wherein the capability 
information comprises signal transmission technologies supported by a base station associated 
with one of the access routers (col. 14, line 39-col. 16, line 8). 

17. As to claim 23, Rom teaches the method of claim 15, wherein the capability information 
comprises a cost of access using one of the access routers (col. 4, lines 4-23). 

18. As to claim 24, Rom teaches the method of claim 15, wherein step (1) comprises the step 
of detecting a condition that the mobile terminal is entering an area served by at least two 
potential target access routers, wherein step (3) comprises the step of exchanging information 
concerning both of the at least two potential target access routers (col. 4, lines 4-23); and further 
including the step of selecting one of at least two potential target access routers on the basis of 
the capability information exchanged in step 3 (col. 4, lines 4-23). 

19. As to claim 25, La Porta teaches the method of claim 15, further comprising the step of: 
purging capability information of the first access router if no handoffs from the first access router 
have been detected within a predetermined time period (col. 14, line 39-col. 16, line 8). 



Application/Control Number: 09/892,6 1 1 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2142 

20. As to claim 26, La Porta teaches the method of claim 16, wherein step (4) comprises the 
step of selecting an optimum target router on the basis of a predetermined policy (col. 14, line 
39-col. 16, line 8). 

21 . As to claim 27, Rom teaches the method of claim 26, wherein the policy specifies that a 
lowest cost access router should be selected (col. 4, lines 4-23). 

22. As to claim 28, Rom teaches the method of claim 15, further comprising the step of: 
redirecting one or more mobile terminals away from a loaded access router to a less loaded 
access router on the basis of capability information obtained as a result of step (3) (col. 4, lines 4- 
23). 

23. As to claim 29, Rom teaches the method of claim 15, wherein step (1) comprises the step 
of detecting that the mobile terminal is entering an area served by at least two potential target 
access routers, and further comprising the step of: selecting one of the two potential target access 
routers on the basis of a best match between a capability dictated by an application program 
executing on the mobile terminal and the capabilities of the two potential target access routers 
(col. 4, lines 4-23). 

24. As to claims 30-34, they feature limitations found in claims 15-29 and are rejected for the 
same reasons as claims 15-29. 

25. As to claims 35-38, they feature limitations found in claims 15-29 and are rejected for the 
same reasons as claims 15-29. 

26. As to claims 39-45, they feature limitations found in claims 15-29 and are rejected for the 
same reasons as claims 15-29. 
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Conclusion 



27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas B Blair whose telephone number is 571-272-3893. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 571-272-3896. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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